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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to examination of the above-identified patent application on the merits, please amend 
the application as follows: 



TN THE CLAIMS 



Please^cancel cla 
Please a^the following new 




ice orxiisclaimer. 



6. A method of symmetric multiprocessing for an operating system having critical and non- 
critical areas, comprising the steps of: / 

responding to a thread requiring k calH^^critical area of said operating system by 
requesting a global lock; and 
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^ Amendment (Preliminary) 

I I After Final 
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I I Extension of Time Request 

I I Express Abandonment Request 

I I Information Disclosure Statement 

I I Certified Copy of Priority 
Documents) 

I | Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

I I Response to Missing 
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| | Assignment Papers 
(for an Application) 
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j Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

| | Power of Attorney, Revocation 
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[~| Small Entity Statement 
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to Group 
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Drew Hemdon 
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Date 
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Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.2 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required Jto complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES "OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
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for FY 2000 

Patent fees are subject to annual revision. 
Small Entity payments must be supported by a small entity statement, 
otherwise large entity fees must be paid. See Forms PTO/SB/09-12. 
See 37 CJfJL §§ 1.27 and 1.28. 
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23-2415 (Docket No. 21336-703) 
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53 Charge Any Additional Fee Required 
Under 37 CFR §§ 1.16 and 1.17 



2. □ Payment Enclosed: 

□ Check □ Money Order 



□ Other 
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